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U.S. based engineer Bala Reddy Indurti
honoured with Sankara Ratna award

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Sankara Nethralaya ho-
noured U.S.-based engi-
neer and philanthropist
Bala Reddy Indurti with
the Sankara Ratna Award
2023 for his significant
contributions in social
work.

As the president of San-
kara Nethralaya USA, Mr.
Indurti expanded the
trust’s presence by esta-
blishing several chapters
across the United States.

His ‘Adopt a Village’ in-
itiative enables Indian ex-
patriates to sponsor Mobile
Eye Surgical Unit (MESU)
camps, the brainchild of
Sankara Nethralaya foun-
der S.S. Badrinath, in their
villages in India, delivering

Gagandeep Singh Bedi, Additional Chief Secretary, Health and
Family Welfare Department, presents Sankara Ratna Award to Bala
Reddy Indurti, president, Sankara Nethralaya, U.S. AKHILA EASWARAN

critical eye care to under-
served communities.

The award was present-
ed by Gagandeep Singh Be-
di, Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Health and Family
Welfare Department. Am-

bati Rayudu, former Indian -

cricketer, T.S. Surendran,

chairman, Sankara Nethra-
laya, G. Ramachandran, se-
cretary, MRF, and Girish
Rao, president, MRF, were
also present at the event on
Saturday.

Mr. Indurti, recounting
his journey with Sankara
Nethralaya, said, “In the

last six years after I became
president, we changed the
bylaws and took our foot-
print of Sankara Nethra-
laya in the U.S. from seven
chapters to 21. There is
great respect for Sankara
Nethralaya in the U.S. be-
cause of Dr. Badrinath’s vi-
sion.”

Appreciating the contri-
butions of Sankara Nethra-
laya, Mr. Bedi stressed the
need to take cataract treat-
ment to the rural areas.
With cataract being the
major cause of blindness in
India, Mr. Bedi called upon
medical organisations to
work with the government
in screening children in
under-resourced schools.
He also urged the public to
spread awareness on eye
donation.
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famous quote by American

politician Woodrow Wilson

goes, “You are not here

merely to make a living.
You are here in order to enable
the world to live more amply,
with greater vision, with a finer
spirit of hope and achievement.
You are here to enrich the
world, and you impoverish
yourself if you forget the er-
rand.” In the realm of health
care, recognition of excellence
is not just a formality; it’s a cel-
ebration of dedication, innova-
tion, and compassion. The
Sankara Ratna Awards organ-
ised by Sankara Nethralaya
stand as a beacon of acknowl-
edgment in the field of ophthal-
mology, honouring individuals
who have made significant con-
tributions towards vision care
and research.

Gagandeep Singh Bedi, addi-
tional chief secretary to Gov-
ernment, Health and Family
Welfare Department, Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu, quoted
Woodrow Wilson’s words when
he appreciated the Sankara
Ratna 2023 recipient Bala Red-
dy Indurti on Saturday. Receiv-
ing the award, Bala, president
of Sankara Nethralaya USA in
Atlanta, said, “I am very hon-
oured. It is one of the greatest
moments in my life.”

Bala, an engineer renowned
for his extensive voluntary work
within the Indian American
community, was invited by
Sankara Nethralaya USA (also
known as Sankara Nethralaya
OM Trust Inc) in 2016 to join
their noble cause in combating
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preventable blindness in the In-
dian subcontinent. The team at
Sankara Nethralaya expressed
gratitude to Bala for his contri-
butions, including the establish-
ment of the adopt-a-village
scheme through Mobile Eye Sur-
gical Units, mobilising promi-
nent donors.

Mentioning the previous re-
cipients of the award,
Dr Rajiv Raman, sen-
ior consultant, Sanka-
ra Nethralaya, said,
“Every year the award
ceremony is special
for us. The first recipi-

Q

In the last six years
after | became the
president, we

years after I became the presi-
dent, we expanded from seven
places to 21 places. We are try-
ing to expand to more and more
cities,” shared Bala.

Quoting Swami Vivekanan-
da, Gagandeep said, “Service of
mankind is service to god’.
Standing here at this ceremony,
I am reminded of two catego-
ries of people. One
category includes peo-
ple like Bala Reddy.
All the way from the
USA, he thought about
his brothers here in
India and was in-

ent of the award was expanded from volved in activities for
V Shankar, chairman  sevenplacesto21  the welfare of them.
of South Indian Edu- places Next category in-
cation Society. Ratan - cludes doctors and
Tata, AM Naik, Sy BRIV, paramedical staff. Lal-

Acharya, Madhavan
Nair, Hanuman Pras-
ad Agarwal, SP Muthuraman,
TV Subramanian, MS Jayara-
man, VV Ranganathan, and
Deepak S Parekh are the other
recipients.”

Acknowledging that giving
back to the society is the most
important service, Bala shared,
“When I started working for the
Sankara Nethralaya, I could see
the vision of S8 Badrinath. In
the USA, we had 25 trustees and
seven chapters. In the last six

ways feel like they are
born with a silver
spoon. Because in this profes-
sion people get salaries and also
the blessings of people.”

Sharing the same sentiments,
guest of honour, Ambati Ray-
udu, former Indian cricketer
echoed, “I think the whole world
should appreciate doctors a lot
more. In the age of social me-
dia, the real substance often
gets lost. All of us need to rec-
ognise that doctors are the true
heroes.”
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SankaraRatna Award for US-based
engineer Bala Reddy Indurti

Chennai, May 26:
Sankara Nethralaya 1s
delighted 1o announce that
Atlanta-based engineer
and philanthropist
MrBala Reddy Indurt
15 the recipent of the
SankaraRatna Award
2023, The SankaraRatna
Award was established in
2002 o comimemorate the
Silver Jubilee of Sankara
Nethralava., This award

honors distingoished
individuals who have
significantly supported

mission and philosophy
of Sankara Nethralava

Bala Reddy Indurti
holds an engineering
degree from Jawaharlal
Mehru Technological
University, Hyderabad
(INTU), and a Master's

degree from the
University of Texas.
However, his f(rue
passion lies m  social
work, focusing on
educational assistance
for underprivileged

children and organizing

As President of
SankaraMNethralayva USA.
Indurti has significantly
expanded the trust’s
presence by establishing
nuimerons chaplers across
the United States. His
nitable “Adopt a Village™
imtative enables Indian
expatriates o sponsor
Mobile Eve Surgical
Units (MESU) camps in
their ancestral villages in
India. delivering critical
eve care 0 underserved
communities. Beyvond

his coniributions o

SankaraMNethralaya USA,
Mr ladurn

positions in

holds senior
several
service organizations,
including the Telugu
Associalion of Metro
Atlanta (TAMAS, Andhra
Pradesh Physicians and
Professionals, North
America (APNA), and
North America Telugu
Aszsociation (NATA). He
wis  recently
with the prestigious

NATA Award.

awarded

and conirtbuted 1o the

free health camps.
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